
Autism Family Network is working hard to begin a summer camp for children 
on the autism spectrum. We are very grateful that we were recently given 
approval by the YWCA in Lincoln to use their facility.  Our plan is that the 
camp will be an eight-week tuition-based full time summer day camp / child-
care for 20 elementary school-aged children with autism spectrum disorder 
per week.  

Whether parents would like a week or two of a ñcamp experienceò or need full 
time child-care due to work commitments, the focus of this program is to con-
tinue developing the milestones achieved through the previous school year 
through activities centered on their childôs interests, strengths and chal-
lenges.  Our camp will recognize the uniqueness of children on the autism 
spectrum in that activities will be geared towards their communication, social 
and sensory needs and challenges. It will minimize anxieties and focus on 
topics of interest.   

This camp will provide opportunities other than stressful ñtypical day careò 
situations or non-structured home care environments through which our chil-
dren can thrive.  They will achieve many skills through fun, structured, 
growth-centered activities and games. 

Location:   YWCA 1432 N Street, Lincoln 

Coordinator/Contact:   Josh Ryan jwr_0033@yahoo.com 314-0103 

Tuition :  To be determined based on response 
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Upcoming Events   

 

April 16/17 - ASD Conference, Embassy Suites in La Vista www.nde.state.ne.us/autism  

 

May 2  -   SAC Museum Autism Family Night (free dinner provided 5 -9 PM) 

May 9  -   Charlotteõs WebñThe Rose Theater, Omaha  

May 18  -   WINDSONG horse therapy at 11051 South 98th Street.  

May 23 - Bacon Brothers Benefit Concert and Silent Auctions  Sponsored by Complete Childrenõs Health 

 

June 27 - Autism Speaks Walk Kick -Off (9:45 AM @ Lincoln Grand Theatre) Autism: The Musical will be shown (FREE) 

 

August 29 - Autism Speaks Walk (Haymarket Stadium)  

mailto:jwr_0033@yahoo.com


Autism Family Fun Night  
Saturday, May 2 from 5 - 9 PM 

(free dinner provided)  

SAC Museum Brain Display  
Visitors to this innovative exhibit are expected to 

touch, grab, manipulate, listen, hold, pull - even wall 

all over - the exhibit, which represents the latest 

research on the bodyõs center of thought and  

information processing.  

 

http://www.sasmuseum.com/exhibits/traveling -

exhibits/brain  
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Bacon Brothers Benefit Concert  
Complete Children's Health Charitable Trust is spon-

soring a benefit concert for Autism Family Network 

on May 23, 2009, featuring The Bacon Brothers. Ac-

tor Kevin Bacon and his brother, Michael Bacon, will 

play at the gorgeous Rococo Theatre in downtown Lin-

coln. General admission tickets are on sale now; for 

more information please visit the Rococo Theatre 

website events page http://www.rococotheatre.com/

events/events.php .  For information on corporate ta-

bles or loge seating, please email Dori Rodriguez at 

benefitconcert@cch -neb.com . This event promises to 

be a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity for fun and giving. 

To learn about Autism Family Network and the sup-

port it provides to area families, please visit their 

website at www.afnlincoln.org .   

If you can't attend but  would like to  make a monetary 

donation online,  please visit 

www.completechildrenshealth.com   click òdonate 

onlineó and put BACON in for the account number. You 

will receive a receipt for your tax deductible donation. 

We thank you for your support of Autism Family  

Network.  

Adventure Club  
Do you have a high school or post high school child 

on the spectrum? Would you like to find a group 

for your child where they can participate in 

activities and build a community of friends with 

peers? 

 

Adventure Club is a newly forming group for teens 

(and early 20õs). For more information contact 

Carolyn May (smay@windstream.net ). 

Ager Play Center  
Developmental Play for Children with Special Needs  

6 mo ï 5 years 

April 7 ï June 2;  6-8 PM 

$5 per session per family 

Sara Masten ï 441-8666 or smasten@lincoln.ne.gov 

HORSE THERAPY   
Windsong at 11051 South 98th is hosting 

a youth horseback riding workshop 

through Madonna.    

Contact is Ian Thompson  486 -7766.  

 Additional programs also available.   

http://www.rococotheatre.com/events/events.php
http://www.rococotheatre.com/events/events.php
mailto:benefitconcert@cch-neb.com
http://www.afnlincoln.org/
http://www.completechildrenshealth.com/
mailto:smasten@lincoln.ne.gov


Please plan to join us for the 2009 Nebraska Kick Off event at the Lincoln Grand Theatre  located on 

1101 P Street, Lincoln, NE 68508.  The event  will educate, communicate and motivate team captains and 

walkers  about the mission of Autism Speaks and the Walk Now for Autism fundraising event.  There will 

be walk materials available to help actively fundraise and  talk the  walk. 

A complimentary showing of the award winning "Autism: The Musical"  will begin immediately following 

the Kick Off Presentation.  "Autism: The Musical" is an uplifting documentary that follows the lives of 

five children affected by  autism and their families as they create, prepare, and perform a live musical 

play. This candid and heartfelt 90 -minute film was shot in Los Angeles and is based on Elaine Hallõs 

Miracle Project, a Southern California program for children with autism. Director Tricia Regan captures 

the struggles and triumphs of their family lives and observes how this musical production gives these 

performers a comfort zone in which they can explore their creative sides. This uplifting film reveals 

the human stories around autism -- we hope you will be able to join us to watch this exceptional film that 

seeks to shatter the myths and expectations of children with autism!  

We will send our more  details about the Kick Off soon. And don't forget to register today for 

the  Nebraska Walk Now for Autism  on August 29, 2009 at Saltdog Stadium in Lincoln!  

http://www.walknowforautism.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=289049   

Autism Family Network Connections  

Autism Walk 2009 Kick Off Event!  

Page 3 

Fishing ï for Special Needs Kids  
 Easter Seals Kasting for Kids (www.kastingforkids.org ) 

June 5-7    Lake McConaughy 

 

Nebraska Walleye Assoc.  visit http://www.nebraskawalleye.com/ 

August 8     Chalco Hills Rec Area (154th and Giles), Omaha 

September 12    Holmes Lake (70th and Van Dorn), Lincoln 

Youôve gotta see this! 

 

You know about the many talents our wonderful kids have!  Well, our own Caleb Nelson (proud parents 

Christy and Carl and little sister Eva) will win your heart.   

Visit  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCNlooGHXAo  

 

The Animal School Movie"   visit http://www.raisingsmallsouls.com/  

School -Home chart  

A few parents have submitted ideas for a school -home chart as a way of simply journaling about your 

childõs day between teacher and parent.  If you have a great chart that works, please send it to Melinda 

at afnlincoln@aol.com and weõll post a few of these in the future.  This will be a way to best help you be 

proactive in working alongside your childõs school in encouraging his/her growth and success. 

http://www.walknowforautism.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=289049
http://www.kastingforkids.org/
http://www.nebraskawalleye.com/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CCNlooGHXAo
http://www.raisingsmallsouls.com/
mailto:afnlincoln@aol.com


Project EXCEED  

(Excellence in Collaborative Education & Early Development) & Ruth Staples Child Development Lab  

will be accepting applications for preschool children with an educational verification or medical 

diagnosis of an autism spectrum disorder to take part in a research, teaching and service project as 

part of the Ruth Staples Child Development Program.   

 

Project EXCEED enrollment for the 2009 -10 academic year is open to children born after April 16, 

2006.  A child who becomes five years of age by October 15, 2009 will be considered kindergarten -

eligible and therefore may not participate in Project EXCEED. The program takes place Monday -Friday 

from 7:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. from August 24th, 2009 -April 30th, 2010.   

 

Space for participants is limited and selection will follow Ruth Staples procedures. Children and families 

who are selected will be invited to join Project EXCEED and to voluntarily make a decision whether to 

participate or not participate. To request an application please contact Laura Maddox via email at 

autismproject@unl.edu  or by phone at 402 -472 -4194. 

 

Completed applications must be postmarked no later than April 30, 2009.  

                     The Addyôs 

 

Last year, Autism Family Network was graciously selected by the Advertising  
Federation of Lincoln and Bailey Lauerman as a community service project.  Bailey 
Lauerman went above and beyond in extending themselves in the branding and  
marketing of AFN.  I am thrilled to let you know that, in February, Bailey Lauerman 
was given great honor at their Addyôs (advertising ñOscarsò). I was told that most 
companies may only receive a few awards for various projects, but they were given 
13 Addyôs for their work on behalf of AFN. 

 

  3 Golds:       10 Silver:  

  Public Service (x2)     Public Service (x7)  

  TV       Posters (x3),  

  Interactive      Radio 

  Sound-Music Only     Outdoor 

        Campaign 

        Mixed Media Campaign 

        Elements of Advertising ï Logo 

        Illustration Individual ï Rocket 

        Illustration Campaign 

 

Heartfelt thanks and congratulations to the great folks at Bailey Lauerman, who by the way, are continuing to 
extend kindness towards AFN in supplying all our excellent invitations to the Concert/Auction as their gift to 
us. 
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